SUBJECT 



MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

DATE: February 8, 1979 

Human Rights 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr. N. Barbaras, Public Relations Head, Delegacion de 

Asociaciones Israel itas Argentinas (DAIA) 

Mr. F. Allen Harris, Political Officer, American Embassy, 
Buenos Aires 


COPIES TO 


ARA/ECA - Mr. Brayshaw AMB 

HA/HR - Mr. Flood DCM 

INR/RAR - Mr. Buchanan POL 

ARA - Mr^ Lister POL/R 

INR/OIL/B ' ECOM 


(see p. 2 for additional distribution) 


DAO 

CONS 

SY 

USICA 


Mr. Barbaras called to exchange information on the human rights scene: 


— He was concerned about reports of a number of Catholics who had been picked 
up during the month of December. 


— He said that the DAIA would raise the Lokman case. But, he indicated that 
as Lokman had never been a "member of the Jewish community," the OAIA could 

not be expected to push as hard for him as it was on the dozen or so other Jewish 
"detenido" cases. 

— He said that the DAIA saw th^ recent changes in military assignments 
strengthening Videla-Viola. He noted that even General Sasiain who had a 
brutal reputation had been a consistent voter for Viola within military 
circles. 


Timerman 


Barbaras noted that relations between the DAIA and the government were excellent. 
The DAIA's contacts with Vi del a, Viola and Harguindeguy were open and cordial. 
8arbar3s said that the DAIA had met recently with’ Minister of Interior 
Harguindeguy and arranged for Timerman to leave his apartment to have his one 
eye diagnosed and treated at an eye clinic. The DAIA had also succeeded in 
getting permission for Timerman's cardiologist to see him and Rabbi Graetz to 
pay pastoral calls on Timerman during Rabbi Marshall Meyer's absences. 


COMMENT: B'nai Brith's Rabbi Klenicki is also taking credit for making these 

arrangements on behalf of Timerman with Harguindeguy. 
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Secret Prisoners 


Barbaras noted that the DAIA saw little change in the human rights situation in 
Argentina. However, the DAIA was thankful that very few Jews had been picked 
up in the last months. He said that he was continually counseling Jewish 
families with disappeared children. Some days he received up to twenty visitors 
at the DAIA Headquarters. 

Barbaras said that the DAIA leadership had received signals from their Ministry . 
of Interior and military contacts that there were prisoners being held clandes- 
tinely. He emphasized that their contacts held out little hope of the return 
of persons who had been disappeared in 1976 and the first half of 1977, but 
had indicated indirectly that there was a chance that those taken in late 1977 
and 1978 might return to their families. Barbaras said that his “impression", 
which was shared within the DAIA, was that some 2,000 clandestine prisoners 
("a pair of thousands") were being held in eight to ten ‘secret detention 
facilities in Argentina. Barbaras said that in almost all the reappearance 
cases he had interviewed, the reappeared person stated that they had been held 
with a number of others, some of whom had been held for over a year. 

Comment: We believe that when Mr. Barbaras speaks of "20 visitors per day" 

in connection with disappearances he must include multiple and repeated 
inquiries. Our Embassy disappearance reports for 1978, which include DAIA 
case input, have run at an average of just short' of fifty per month. This 
average includes numbers of cases that would not be reported to the DAIA. 

The DAIA leadership reported to a visiting U.S. Anti -Defamation League group 
that they have no reports of Jews disappearing since October of 1978. 

Barbaras view regarding the large number of clandestine prisoners being held 
is widely shared by the Jewish Community (and among human rights groups). This 
belief is based on the testimony of a few Jewish reappearance cases who claim 
that they were held in facilities with several hundred other clandestine pris- 
oners. The Embassy has heard several similar accounts. 
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